
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

LAURA McHALE HOLLAND TO LAUNCH AWARD-WINNING 

MEMOIR, REVERSIBLE SKIRT, MARCH 5, 2011 

Book depicts a guileless girl who faces relentless abuse in the aftermath of her mother’s suicide but who nevertheless discovers they key to a better future

ROHNERT PARK, CALIF., Feb. 19, 2011 – What was it like to be raised by a stepmother who could easily have been the twin of Dwight Thompson, the vile stepfather portrayed by Robert De Niro in the film This Boy's Life? And what did the three orphaned sisters in her care discover that enabled them to become well-adjusted adults, despite the abuse? 

Come to the launch of Laura McHale Holland's memoir, Reversible Skirt, and you'll find out. It's happening March 5 at North Light Books & Cafe starting at 2 p.m. As is customary, Laura will read from Reversible Skirt, a winner of the RockWay Press international writing competition in the memoir category. 

About Reversible Skirt

When the mother of three little girls commits suicide, their father wants more than anything to keep his family together. He remarries in haste and tells his daughters his new wife is their mother. The youngest, Laura, believes her mother must have gone through a kind of magical transformation.

Reversible Skirt is written from Laura’s perspective as a child sifting through remnants of her mother’s existence and struggling to fit into a community where her family’s strict rules are not the norm. When Laura’s father dies, her stepmother grows increasingly abusive, which propels Laura and her sisters into a lasting alliance. Their father’s wish that they stay together comes true, although not in the way he’d imagined. 

Reversible Skirt, ISBN 978-0-9829365-0-4,  is published by Wordforest of Rohnert Park, Calif., a micropublisher founded by the author. The book is printed in the United States by Lightning Source and distributed by The Ingram Group.

About the launch party

At the book launch, which begins at 2 p.m., Sat., March 5, Laura will tell a story or two and read selected scenes from her memoir. Also appearing will be National Poetry Slam finalist Claire Blotter; renowned storyteller, Ruth Stotter, who established the former storytelling program at Dominican University; and Kate Farrell, co-founder of Wisdom Has a Voice, a multimedia project to produce daughters’ memoirs of their mothers.

About Laura

Laura McHale Holland’s fiction, features and essays have appeared in such publications as The Best of Every Day Fiction Three, Vintage Voices, NorthBay biz magazine, the Noe Valley Voice and the original San Francisco Examiner. She currently heads the editorial department of a trade publication covering the electronic payments industry. She also belongs to Redwood Writers and the Storytelling Association of California.
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For further information, email the author/publisher at lauramh@mac.com, phone her at 707-304-2000 or visit http://lauramchaleholland.com.


